


orins. Elen rhr  l ihrral  west isn't tree of 
impoing rcctrir t innr o n  the net to 
iiphold rraditional political i n te r r i t s  

misqir in to move fooruard wit l i  plans to 
o p i r a t r  It5 own .eu domain when i t  

w o r  a mncess inn  that " b a s q w e u "  
u o u l d  he forbidden. 

So ~ h a r  hearing does this h a v e  on 
the. IC4NS hoard meeting In Shang- 

Sp:Lllr only * l lowd thc European Cum- 

iIal? nrrr, I C A N S ~ I I Q ~ ~  
a rad, ' -e l  " v e r h a c e  
grratcr go\ ernmrn i  In 
rhc urganisatiun. It  follows the dcc,icion 
o f  the International Tr lerommunira- 
tion C:nion's meeting in October, 
 liere re i i icnibrr  nations agrced that d ie  
L!h'-alhliate should examine h o u  t o  
ge l  riioru involvrd in  ICAh-N's work .  

.Vorrover. ICANK i tsel f  i s  floun- 
dering. In i t s  f i rs t  four years, thegroup 
has  failed to come to cnntrar:tual agree- 
ments u i t l i  nioCt of Its members, 
norabl! the administrators u f the  two- 
I r r t r r  country rode domains. \Vhen the 
n r t \ i w k  !bas  still embryonic, Jon Pos- 
tel lianded out  t h e  geographic,al 
monikcrb t i l  p r i \ a t c  individuals and 
inct i tu tmn\  to upcrate.  Sow, many 
nations \ \ a n t  them r e a s s i g n e d  [o t h r i r  

addition to being lucratibe econoniic 
a,<scts, tlie two-letter suffixes represent 
thc hrand of a nation and provide a 
m e a n s  to bring gowrnment  functions 
and inst i tut ions onlinr 

Some countries likc Franc,e h a \ ~ e  
sui.cr,sfullj otitained control  of their 
domain,! a n d  even those of their o v w  
seas tcwritories; other countries simply 
? t a t ?  as principle that country-code 
dnmaini. a r r  an issur  o f  national so\:- 
e r e i p t y .  A l though ICAKK sags i t  
talics intn account the interests ofgov- 
criimcnts over m h o  operates a domain. 
-1CASN claims that i t  and not govcrn- 
m m t %  ronbul t l i r in .  ,At the same time, 
IC.ANh acknoulrdgrs thar it is,'legally 
speaking. powerless, i t  i s  a mere a d r i -  
sor! body to rht. (IS Dcpar tmrn t  of 
Cornmercr. Countries around the  
world a r e  starr ing IO get impatient 
u i r h  i h i s  douhlc-spedk. 

Si1 WIII -\merica BO% elinqiiish 
c ~ m r o l  w e r  tI,e do ? Toda!; A,\JN's 
hase in  t i l e  US encures c 3  internet i s  
more oprn than d I t  m e r e  under thc 
\cillx uf rhr tmandarins in Paris or t lw  

c s Liberation A r m y  in Beij ing. CY Buht  >at cannot last forwer. A first srcp 
~ w b a r d s  a shift ~n the halanceofpu\rer 

UL!" fi"\,i.'"'"'"t-affii,att.d entitles. In 

I S  c ip r c red  in  Slianghai. 

A RHETORICAL QUESTION 
I l l1  1 1 0  I I I  R l \ \ l l  I \  

Our unzverstttes suffer from a lack o f  attention to an ancient art 
~ 

,%RLlER THIS YE,%R. 1 took a 
cri i isr around some of the flrl- E lenic ruins on thc Acgean wasr 

o fTurkey , i n  Oxfiird IectwPr on rlas- 
siral history accompanied us. I had a 
mar ie l lous holida): only sl ight ly 
marred by tl ie facr that t l ie tour le,. 
turer, a young rnaii  v.110 doubtless 
kneu  a l o t  about t h e  religions o f  thr 
ancient world, larked lcrruring shills. 
Both in content a n d  in dcliverp, h e  
failed to engage his audienc,c. 

This defcct w a c  bornc home to nre 
the  more forcefully because one o f o u r  
fe l lou cruisers, a rerwrd professor of 
philosophyar T r in i t y  College, I h h l i n .  
\'olunteered to g i v e  a ta lk a t  t lw  yrcar 
theatre a t  \lilctus. I t  was un the three 
Milrsian pru-Socratic philo-ophers of 
t l i e  6th c,entury BC. tkho  werc. in  effect, 
the forerunners of Greek philnsophg 
Few of us had hrard before of Thalec. 
.4naximander o r  ,Anaximenes, hut mw 

were all enthralled by hw lertiire, a n d  
asked him to tell u s  niiire. Before the 
tour was over, we had enjoyed his dis- 
course on Sorratrs, Platu and .Ariati,- 
t k  on the Epicureans and finally cine 
on thc Stoics. I had read philosoph) a t  
Oxford, hut mme ,if the lectures I had 
attended as an Iindrrgr;idunrr. includ- 
~ n g  those hy I s a i a h  Berlin, were 
intellec.tually stimulating as these. 

Perhaps because wc were  in TI,? 
ancient world. I brg3n to n u n d e r  what 
had happened t o  rhetoric. Since then, I 
h a w  asked sewra l  acaden i i cs  hov 
much importance IS gi\ c n  to lectur ing 
ability when filling v a c a n c > ~ s .  Thcy  
agree that it helps if an applicanr i s  
known io I rc ture well. but  m u c h  
greater Importancr is atraclird to a 
candidate's research record and puhli- 
cations. Once an academir l i n s  tcnure. 
no one questions his or her shortcoin- 
ings as a lecturer. I n  Oxford, almost a l l  
lectures are w l u n t a r p  In my day, most 
of us ahstained afrer a bricf tarter 
lnapiring lectures were rarcly encoun- 
tercd. 1 douht much has changcd. 
Hieher docat ion u o u l d  s u r e l y  eain i t  



NET CONTROL 
U Y  t i l ~ ? ~ l i ' l - l ~ l  s E : I I .  <'L,hll.:n 

It's a myth that no one controls the internet. Until recent&, it -as 

American citizens; now governments are getting in on the act 

N THE F r w R  years since i t  was 
founded, the board ofdirecrors of I the Interne1 Corporation for 

Asaigiied Namer and  Kumbers 
IChSN-t l le "US of Cyberspare"- 
has lield i t s  nicctingq in the organisa-  
r i n d s  hometown, a backwater of l i is  
Angcles. I t  uas  there, for o v e r  two 
decades, that thr internet's underlying 
opcrations were co4rdinatrd by a sin- 
qle computer science professor, .Ion Pus- 
tel, funded by the  Pentagon I l e  imari- 
aged the addressing system and rouring 
numbers  that  enable rhe internet to 
work H e  was rhe dictator nf the dot. 

IC.ANN, hacked by the US gcwvrn- 
merit. toah o\er  the role when Posrei 
dicd ~n 1998. The location of the 
board meeting served as a reminder 
that, no matter how global the inter- 
ner  b e c w s  power base remained 
in rhe C S .  l h i s  year,-@ewr. the pol- 
icy-makers and huGness executives 
that comprise ICANN w i l l  go to 

<>~hariha, , ina .  for the end ofOc,to- 
L d e r i n g .  I t  marks a siihrlc. 

bot symbolic, shift in powcr. 
Although the myth persists rhat no 

one cuntrols the in ternr r ,  i t  i s  not 
rcally rrue. h n y  nctmork system. he i t  
D telepltone. railroad, a n a l  or cjber- 
space. r e q u i w s  a certain degree oreen- 
tral io-ordinariun. For the rrct, that,jnb 
gues l o  ICASK, wltic,h VIS policicr 
over moniker5 l i ke  ".cornr and has 
puur r to  mint neM addresses,acting as 
a kind nf cen t ra l  banh for ttir interne! 

\\'here in a n  ear l ier  era, a global 
a s s ~ r  like the names and  atldrcsres oi 
the internet- the lifeblood o l t h e  dig- 
ital world- would he regulated by 

includes a tmitliless advisory commit- 
tee of guvernmcnt rcpresrnrarivcs. 

'fhnt i s  a b ig  contrast t o  the relr- 
pituric systcm, for inutance.  which i~ 

Kmnelh S ~ i l  Cuhirr ir wri l ing a hook 
on the hi i ro r s  qf ICAY3-  

. - ~~~ . 

r u n  b j  a LIN agcnry full of diplomats 
T h e  lntcrnat innal Tel rumnunicn-  
t ions Union se t s  intcrnational cra i i -  
dards l i k r  Britain's calling code of 41. 

Rut the i n t e r n u ,  made u p  of private 
networks rather t h a n  nationall!. 
l imnsed operators, l a & <  that sort o i  
formal political control. N o w  many 
governments  around t h e  globc arc 
umsidcr ing \I hi ther  th r  intprncr has 
become too important tn leave to t h v  
control o f  a small ,  r r la t i \e ly  una,.. 
countable group of US 1augri.s. 

I t  will i a l l  upon I C I N N ,  fnr e x a m  
ple, to decide who ti i l l  operate rug- 
i s t r i es  tor non-Roman alphahct inter- 
net addresses that wil l  uork  alongsdr 

language\ like Chinese r a n  he irsed for 
web pages and e-mai ls.  To bring online 
the ma,lority of ttir world t h a t  doesn't 

I S  it matter of digi- 
tal decent&Yer y th olicirs illat g o -  
e rn  hmr thnsP?iomain mines are given 
i J U t  a f f ~ c r s  frrrdom of sprech online. 

I t 's  easy to sre ho\b Climeae speeh- 
crc i n  other coun[ries niighr object to 

the current dot-corn iy r tem.  so that 

nc,ma 

taLns the dot  ( cu r r en r l j  hourcd in  a 
protrctcd building ~n Washington, UC) 
can determinc lhow the net c \ o I ~ c c .  

l n t r r n c t  dip lamat i  h a \ e  a l w  been 
reflccring upoii t h e  coi iseqiiences o f  
I I th Scptcniber. On that day, thc I C I C -  


